
 
 

WHAT TO WATCH LIST 
 
Compiled by Tyrone Irby, Together We Stand NC 
 

MOVIES 
 
In the Heat of the Night (1967) 
In the Heat of the Night is a 1967 American mystery drama film directed by Norman Jewison. It is based 
on John Ball's 1965 novel of the same name and tells the story of Virgil Tibbs, a black police detective 
from Philadelphia, who becomes involved in a murder investigation in a small town in Mississippi. It 
stars Sidney Poitier and Rod Steiger, and was produced by Walter Mirisch. The screenplay was by Stirling 
Silliphant.  
 
The film won five Academy Awards, including the 1967 awards for Best Picture and Rod Steiger for Best 
Actor.  
 

Do The Right Thing (1989) 
Do the Right Thing is a 1989 American comedy-drama film produced, written, and directed by Spike Lee. 
It stars Lee, Danny Aiello, Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, Richard Edson, Giancarlo Esposito, Bill Nunn, John 
Turturro, and Samuel L. Jackson, and is the feature film debut of Martin Lawrence and Rosie Perez. The 
story explores a Brooklyn neighborhood's simmering racial tension, which culminates in violence and a 
death on a hot summer day.  
The film was a critical and commercial success and received numerous accolades, including Academy 
Award nominations for Best Original Screenplay and Best Supporting Actor for Aiello's portrayal of Sal 
the pizzeria owner. It is often listed among the greatest films of all time.[4][5][6][7][8] In 1999, the film was 
deemed "culturally, historically, and aesthetically significant" by the Library of Congress, in its first year 
of eligibility, and was selected for preservation in the National Film Registry.[9] [10]  
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Malcolm X (1992) 
Malcolm X (sometimes stylized as X) is a 1992 American epic biographical drama film about the African-
American activist Malcolm X. Directed and co-written by Spike Lee, the film stars Denzel Washington in 
the title role, as well as Angela Bassett, Albert Hall, Al Freeman Jr., and Delroy Lindo. Lee has a 
supporting role, while Black Panther Party co-founder Bobby Seale, the Rev. Al Sharpton, and future 
South Africa president Nelson Mandela make cameo appearances. This is the second of four film 
collaborations between Washington and Lee. 
 

42- The Story of Jackie Robinson (2013) 
42 is a 2013 American biographical sports film written and directed by Brian Helgeland about the racial 
integration of American professional baseball by player Jackie Robinson, who wore jersey number 42 
through his Major League career. The film stars an ensemble cast that was led by Chadwick Boseman as 
Robinson, and Harrison Ford as Branch Rickey,[3] with Nicole Beharie, Christopher Meloni, André 
Holland, Lucas Black, Hamish Linklater, and Ryan Merriman appearing in supporting roles. 
 

Selma (2014) 
Selma is a 2014 historical drama film directed by Ava DuVernay and written by Paul Webb. It is based on 
the 1965 Selma to Montgomery voting rights marches initiated and directed by James Bevel [5][6] and led 
by Martin Luther King Jr., Hosea Williams, and John Lewis. The film stars actors David Oyelowo as King, 
Tom Wilkinson as President Lyndon B. Johnson, Tim Roth as George Wallace, Carmen Ejogo as Coretta 
Scott King, and Common as Bevel. 
 
The film was nominated for Best Picture and won Best Original Song at the 87th Academy Awards. It also 
received four Golden Globe Award nominations, including Best Motion Picture – Drama, Best Director 
and Best Actor, and won for Best Original Song. [7 
. 

I Am Not Your Negro (2016) 
I Am Not Your Negro is a 2016 documentary film directed by Raoul Peck, based on James Baldwin's 
unfinished manuscript Remember This House. Narrated by actor Samuel L. Jackson, the film explores the 
history of racism in the United States through Baldwin's reminiscences of civil rights leaders Medgar 
Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King Jr., as well as his personal observations of American history.[3] 
It was nominated for Best Documentary Feature at the 89th Academy Awards and won the BAFTA 
Award for Best Documentary. 

 
BlackKKKlansman (2018) 
 
BlacKkKlansman is a 2018 American black comedy crime film directed by Spike Lee and written by 
Charlie Wachtel, David Rabinowitz, Kevin Willmott and Lee, based on the 2014 memoir Black Klansman 
by Ron Stallworth. The film stars John David Washington as Stallworth, along with Adam Driver, Laura 
Harrier, and Topher Grace. Set in the 1970s in Colorado Springs, the plot follows the first African-
American detective in the city's police department as he sets out to infiltrate and expose the local Ku 
Klux Klan chapter. 
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Just Mercy (2019) 
Just Mercy is a 2019 American legal drama film directed by Destin Daniel Cretton, and starring Michael 
B. Jordan, Jamie Foxx, Rob Morgan, Tim Blake Nelson, Rafe Spall, Karan Kendrick and Brie Larson. It tells 
the true story of Walter McMillian, who, with the help of young defense attorney Bryan Stevenson, 
appeals his murder conviction. The film is based on the memoir of the same name, written by 
Stevenson..[5]  Jamie Foxx received a nomination for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a 
Supporting Role at the 26th Screen Actors Guild Awards. 
 

 
DOCUMENTARIES AND MINISERIES 
 

The Wire (2002)  
The Wire is an American crime drama television series created and primarily written by author and 
former police reporter David Simon. The series was broadcast by the cable network HBO in the United 
States. The Wire premiered on June 2, 2002 and ended on March 9, 2008, comprising 60 episodes over 
five seasons. The idea for the show started out as a police drama loosely based on the experiences of his 
writing partner Ed Burns, a former homicide detective and public school teacher. 

  
The Wire is lauded for its literary themes, its uncommonly accurate exploration of society and politics, 
and its realistic portrayal of urban life. Although during its original run the series received only average 
ratings and never won any major television awards, it is now widely regarded as one of the greatest 
television shows of all time.  
 
 

Freedom Riders (2010) 
Freedom Riders is a 2010 American historical documentary film, produced by Firelight Media 
for PBS American Experience. The film is based in part on the book Freedom Riders: 1961 and 
the Struggle for Racial Justice by historian Raymond Arsenault.[1] Directed by Stanley Nelson, it 
marked the 50th anniversary of the first Freedom Ride in May 1961 and first aired on May 16, 
2011.[2][3] It was funded in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities.  
The film chronicles the story behind hundreds of civil rights activists called Freedom Riders that 
challenged racial segregation in American interstate transportation during the Civil Rights 
Movement. The activist traveled together in small interracial groups and sat wherever they 
chose on buses and trains to compel equal access to terminal restaurants and waiting rooms. 
They brought the ongoing practice of racial segregation in the southern United States to 
national attention.  
 
 

Free Angela and All Political Prisoners (2012) 
A documentary that chronicles the life of young college professor Angela Davis, and how her social 
activism implicates her in a botched kidnapping attempt that ends with a shootout, four dead, and her 
name on the FBI's 10 most wanted list. 
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Fruitville Station (2013) 
Fruitvale Station is a 2013 American biographical drama film written and directed by Ryan Coogler. It is 
Coogler's feature directorial debut and is based on the events leading to the death of Oscar Grant, a 
young man who was killed in 2009 by BART police officer Johannes Mehserle at the Fruitvale district 
station of the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) system in Oakland. 
 
3 1/2 Minutes, 10 Bullets (2015) 
3 1/2 Minutes, 10 Bullets also known as 3 1/2 Minutes, is a 2015 documentary film written and directed 
by Marc Silver. The film is based on the events surrounding the 2012 shooting of Jordan Russell Davis 
and examines the incident itself, as well as the subsequent trial, media coverage and protests that 
resulted from the shooting.  
The film premiered under its original title 3 1/2 Minutes at the Sundance Film Festival on January 24, 
2015, later winning the Special Jury Prize for Social Impact.[2] The film was then bought by HBO 
Documentary Films, and premiered on HBO on November 23, 2015. On December 1, it was one of 15 
films shortlisted for the Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature for the 2016 89th Academy 
Awards.  
 
 

13th (2016) 
13th is a 2016 American documentary by director Ava DuVernay. The film explores the "intersection of 
race, justice, and mass incarceration in the United States;"[3] it is titled after the Thirteenth Amendment 
to the United States Constitution, adopted in 1865, which abolished slavery throughout the United 
States and ended involuntary servitude except as a punishment for conviction of a crime. 
 
13th garnered acclaim from several film critics. It was nominated for the Academy Award for Best 
Documentary Feature at the 89th Academy Awards, and won the Primetime Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Documentary or Nonfiction Special at the 69th Primetime Emmy Awards.[4]  
 
 

Baltimore Rising (2017) 
Baltimore Rising is a 2017 documentary on the protests in Baltimore after the death of Freddie Gray. It 
was created, directed, and produced by actor and filmmaker Sonja Sohn and HBO Films. It covers the 
death of Freddie Gray, the protests and riots immediately following, efforts to keep the peace during the 
unsuccessful prosecutions of the six police officers involved, as well as efforts to change policing by both 
the Maryland General Assembly and the US Department of Justice. It includes segments covering the 
perspective of Black Lives Matter protesters, community leaders, and members of the Baltimore Police 
Department.[1]  
 

Say Her Name: The Life and Death of Sandra Bland (2018) 

Say Her Name: The Life and Death of Sandra Bland explores the death of Sandra Bland, a politically 
active 28-year-old African American who, after being arrested for a traffic violation in a small Texas 
town, was found hanging in her jail cell three days later. Dashcam footage revealing her arrest went 
viral, leading to national protests. The film team followed the two-year case beginning shortly after 
Bland's death, exploring the questions of what really happened to her, and what we may learn from her 
tragedy 
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When They See Us (2019) 
When They See Us is a 2019 American crime tragedy web television miniseries created, co-written, and 
directed by Ava DuVernay for Netflix, that premiered in four parts on May 31, 2019. It is based on events 
of the 1989 Central Park jogger case and explores the lives and families of the five male suspects who 
were falsely accused then prosecuted on charges related to the rape and assault of a woman in Central 
Park, New York City. 
 
When They See Us received acclaim for its performances and casting. At the 71st Primetime Emmy 
Awards, it received 11 nominations; Jerome won for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Limited Series or Movie 
while it was nominated for Outstanding Limited Series and Ellis, Nash, Blackk, Leguizamo, Williams, 
Blake, and Farmiga all received acting nominations. The series also won the Critics' Choice Television 
Award for Best Limited Series. 
 
 

True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality (2019)  
True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality follows 30 years of EJI’s work on behalf of the poor, the 
incarcerated, and the condemned. The film won the National Association for Multi-ethnicity in 
Communication’s  26th annual Vision Award and has been nominated for a Peabody Award. 
 
 

John Lewis: Good Trouble (2020) 
Using interviews and rare archival footage, John Lewis: Good Trouble chronicles Lewis' 60-plus years of 
social activism and legislative action on civil rights, voting rights, gun control, health-care reform and 
immigration. Using present-day interviews with Lewis, now 79 years old, Porter explores his childhood 
experiences, his inspiring family and his fateful meeting with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1957. In 
addition to her interviews with Lewis and his family, Porter's primarily cinéma verité film also includes 
interviews with political leaders, Congressional colleagues, and other people who figure prominently in 
his life. 
 
 

 
Uncomfortable Conversations with A Black Man with Emmanuel Acho (2020-
ongoing) 
https://uncomfortableconvos.com/about  
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BOOKS 
 
Native Son (1940) 
Native Son (1940) is a novel written by the American author Richard Wright. It tells the story of 20-year-
old Bigger Thomas, a black youth living in utter poverty in a poor area on Chicago's South Side in the 
1930s. 
 

Invisible Man (1952) 
Invisible Man is a novel by Ralph Ellison, published by Random House in 1952. It addresses many of the 
social and intellectual issues faced by the African Americans in the early twentieth century, including 
black nationalism, the relationship between black identity and Marxism, and the reformist racial policies 
of Booker T. Washington, as well as issues of individuality and personal identity. 
 
 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X (1965) 
The Autobiography of Malcolm X was published in 1965, the result of a collaboration between human 
rights activist Malcolm X and journalist Alex Haley. Haley coauthored the autobiography based on a 
series of in-depth interviews he conducted between 1963 and Malcolm X's 1965 assassination. The 
Autobiography is a spiritual conversion narrative that outlines Malcolm X's philosophy of black pride, 
black nationalism, and pan-Africanism. After the leader was killed, Haley wrote the book's epilogue.[a] He 
described their collaborative process and the events at the end of Malcolm X's life. 

 
I Know Why The Caged Birds Sing (1969) 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings is a 1969 autobiography describing the early years of American writer 
and poet Maya Angelou. The first in a seven-volume series, it is a coming-of-age story that illustrates 
how strength of character and a love of literature can help overcome racism and trauma. The book 
begins when three-year-old Maya and her older brother are sent to Stamps, Arkansas, to live with their 
grandmother and ends when Maya becomes a mother at the age of 16. In the course of Caged Bird, 
Maya transforms from a victim of racism with an inferiority complex into a self-possessed, dignified 
young woman capable of responding to prejudice. 
 

 
 
The Color Purple (1982) 
The Color Purple is a 1982 epistolary novel by American author Alice Walker which won the 1983 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the National Book Award for Fiction. It was later adapted into a film and 
musical of the same name. 

  
Taking place mostly in rural Georgia, the story focuses on the life of African-American women in the 
Southern United States in the 1930s, addressing numerous issues including their exceedingly low 
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position in American social culture. The novel has been the frequent target of censors and appears on 
the American Library Association list of the 100 Most Frequently Challenged Books of 2000–2009 at 
number seventeen because of the sometimes explicit content, particularly in terms of violence. In 2003 
the book was listed on the BBC's The Big Read poll of the UK's "best-loved novels."[4]  
 

Makes Me Wanna Holler- Nathan McCall (1994) 
Makes Me Wanna Holler: A Young Black Man in America (1994) is an autobiographical and debut book 
by Nathan McCall.  In an April 2014 interview with Ebony magazine, Nathan McCall stated that he was 
amazed that Makes Me Wanna Holler was still selling 20 years after it was originally published.  
 
 

For White Folks Who Teach in the Hood... and the Rest of Y'all Too: Reality 
Pedagogy and Urban Education by Christopher Emdin (2016) 
 
Drawing on his own experience of feeling undervalued and invisible in classrooms as a young man of 
color and merging his experiences with more than a decade of teaching and researching in urban 
America, award-winning educator Christopher Emdin offers a new lens on an approach to teaching and 
learning in urban schools. For White Folks Who Teach in the Hood...and the Rest of Y’all Too is the much-
needed antidote to traditional top-down pedagogy and promises to radically reframe the landscape of 
urban education for the better. 
 
 

So You Want to Talk About Race- Ijeoma Oluo (2019) 
In So You Want to Talk About Race, Ijeoma Oluo guides readers of all races through subjects ranging 
from intersectionality and affirmative action to "model minorities" in an attempt to make the seemingly 
impossible possible: honest conversations about race and racism, and how they infect almost every 
aspect of American life. 
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